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SUBJECT: CONSORTIUM AID TO PAKISTAN 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

1 . I HAVE ASKED DEPARTMENT TO REPEAT TO VOU TELEQRAM 
REPORTINQ MV DISCUSSION WITH SAUDI FOREIQN MINISTER 
PRINCE SAUD AUQUST 1 1 IN TAIF ABOUT CONSORTIUM AID TO 
PAKISTAN. I AM ALSO ASKING DEPARTMENT TO REPEAT FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION STATE 187019, WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SECRE- 
TARY'S PARTY IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST FOR A STATUS RE- 
PORT ON THE PAKISTAN AID CONSORTIUM. 

2. THE BACKGROUND FOR THESE MESSAGES IS THAT, DURING 
THE SECRETARY'S STOP IN SAUDI ARABIA AUGUST 7-9 ON HIS 
CURRENT MIDDLE EAST TRIP, THE SAUDIS EXPRESSED CONCERN 
TO US OVER INFORMATION GIVEN BY GOP THAT ALL SUPPORT 
FOR PAKISTAN FROM CONSORTIUM MEMBERS WAS IN SUSPENSE 
PENDING PAKISTANI ELECTIONS. THE SECRETARY PROMISED TO 
GET A STATUS REPORT ON THIS QUESTION FOR THE SAUDIS, 

WHICH WAS CONVEYED IN STATE 187019 AND PROVIDED THE 
BASIS FOR MY AUGUST 1 1 CONVERSATION WITH PRINCE SAUD. 
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3. YOU MAY BRIEF GOP ON THIS EXCHANGE BETWEEN OUR- 
SELVES AND THE SAUDIS, NOTINQ THAT IT WAS GENERATED 
BY SAUDI EXPRESSION OF CONCERN TO US ABOUT PAKISTAN'S 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, AND THAT SAUDIS HAD URGED THAT 
CONSORTIUM MEMBERS CONTINUE THEIR ASSISTANCE TO PAKI- 
STAN DURING INTERIM PERIOD PENDING NEW ELECTIONS. 
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